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DIMENSIONS OF POLITICAL BEHAVIOR 

1. What do you think are some of the most important problems faced by the city 
of Milwaukee today? (Anything else?) 

2. Do you think the city government is doing anything about these problems? 

/Yes/ /No/ /D.K. I 

-r. (TO Q 3) (TO Q 3) 

2a. of things is the city government doing that you know of? What k~nds 

2b. Do you think there is anything else that the city government shou.ld be 
doing but isn't? 

3. Which of the problems that Milwaukee faces do you think is the most important? 

4. Look at this card and rank the following things in the order of importance 
for black people in this city. Which one is the most important, (the next 
most, etc., to least important)? (SHOW CARD 1) 

RANK 

better housing 

jobs and job training 

____ higher welfare payments 

better police protection 

CARD 1 

_____ political power for grass roots people 

good education 

aid to help neighborhood people own their own businesses 

Interviewer's Name: ---------------------------------------------- Int. No.: ______ __ 
Time Started: ----------------------------------------Date: 
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Now I'd like to ask you a few questions about voting and things like that. 

5. Did you happen to vote in the presidential election in 1968 when Nixon and ~-

Humphrey and Wallace were all running or were you too young? 

Sa. 

/Yes/ 

DJyou remember 
for? (Who?) 

who you voted 

/No/ 

1 
5b. 

/Too young/ 
(TO Q 7) 

Which candidate did you prefer? 

6. Do you remember if you voted in the election for mayor of Milwaukee in 1968 
when Maier and Walther were running? 

/Yes/ 

6a. ~ Do you 

/No/ 
(TO Q 7) 

recall who you voted for? (Who?) 

7. In the last two years or so, do you recall ever doing any of the following 
things? Did you talk to anyone about the presidential election of 1968? 

8. Did you talk to anyone about the election for mayor of Milwaukee in 1968? 

9. Did you ever try to persuade someone to vote in a certain way for president 
or any other candidate? 

10. Within the last couple of years did you personally write a letter, send a 
telegram, or talk to any of the following people about your opinion or about 
a problem? (~CHECK ALL THAT APPLY AND FOR EACH CHECK RECORD ON CHART ON 
NEXT PAGE) 

/None/ A. ---
(TO Qll) B. 

c. ---
D. ---
E. ---
F. ---
G. ---
H. 

I. 

J. 

the mayor of Milwaukee 

your representative in congress 

your rep!esentative to the state legislature 

the President of the United States 

your U. S. senator 

a Milwaukee city alderman 

the governor of Wisconsin 

any person at all who works for the city of Milwaukee 

any person who is a leader in this neighborhood 

any other person in public life I might have left out that you 

wrote or spoke to (GET TITLE AND NAME IN lOa) 
(SEE CHART NEXT PAGE) 
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(FOR EACH COMMUNICATION RECORD LETTER FROM QlO) 

Record lOa. lOb. 
letter Who was this? What contacted about? 

lOa. Who was this? (RECORD ON CHART ABOVE) 

lOb. What did you contact (him or her) about? (RECORD ON CHART ABOVE) 

11. Did you help out in an election campaign in the last couple of years? 

/Yes/ 

lla. 
t 
Could 

/No/ 
(TO Q 12) 

you tell me whose campaign you worked in? 

12. Did you ever give any money to a political party or an individual candidate? 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Have you yourself ever run for any public office? 

/Yes/ /No/ 

Wht did 
(TO Q 14) 

13a. you run for? 

Is there an anti-poverty community action program in this neighborhood that 
you know of? 

/Yes/ 

t 
14a. Did you ever vote for 

/No/ 
(TO Q 15) 

any anti-poverty board members? 

Have you heard of the Model Cities program here in Milwaukee? 

/Yes/ 

t 
15a. Do you happen 

(What?) 

/No/ 
(TO Q 16) 

to know any of the things it's supposed to do? /No/, or 

15b. Do you remember if you voted for any of the people who ran for the board 
of the Model Cities program? 
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16. Did you ever work in a voter registration drive to get people to register 
to vote? 

/No/ 

A lot of people participate in demonstrations and marches and picketing and things 
like that these days .... 

17. Have you ever taken part in a mass march or demonstration of any kind? 

/Yes/ 

17a. 
t 
About 

/No/ 
(TO Q 18) 

how many would you say you've been in? 

17b. Could you tell me what the people marching or demonstrating wanted? 
(Now what about the 2nd, 3rd?) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

17c. Where did this march or demonstration take place? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

17d. Who organized this march or demonstration? 

1. 

2. 

17e. Did this march or demonstration help you get what you wanted? 

1. /Yes/ /Nc./ Explain: 

2. /Yes/ IN£/ Explain: 

3. /Yes/ /No/ Explain: 
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18. 

17f. Was there any violence at this march or demonstration? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ 

2. /Yes/ /No/ 

3. /Yes/ /No/ 

17g. Were you arrested at this march or demonstration? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ 

2. /Yes/ /No/ 

3. /Yes/ /No/ 

Have you ever taken part in picketing, like for a labor strike or to protest 
something? 

18a. About 

/No/ 
(TO Q 19) 

times have you picketed? 

18b. Could you tell me what the people picketing wanted? (How about the 2nd, 3rd?) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

18c. Who were you picketing? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

18d. Who organized the picketing? 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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18e. Did picketing help you get what you wanted? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ Explain: 

2. /Yes/ /No/ Explain: 

3. /Yes/ /No/ Explain: 

18f. Was there any violence during this picketing? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ 

2. /Yes/ /No/ 

3. /Yes/ /No/ 

18g. Were you arrested during this picketing? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ 

2. /Yes/ /No/ 

3. /Yes/ /No/ 

19. Have you ever taken part in a sit-in? 

/Yes/ /No/ 

T (TO Q 20) 

would you say you've taken part in? 19a. About how many sit-ins 

19b. Could you tell me what the people sitting-in wanted? (How about the 2nd, 3rd?) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

19c. Where did this sit-in take place? 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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19d. Who organized this sit-in? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

19e. Did this sit-in help you get what you wanted? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ Explain: 

2. /Yes/ /No/ Explain: 

3. /Yes/ /No/ Explain: 

19f. Was there any violence at this sit-in? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ 

2. /Yes/ /No/ 

3. /Yes/ /No/ 

19g. Were you arrested at this sit-in? 

1. /Yes/ /No/ 

2. /Yes/ /No/ 

3. /Yes/ /No/ 

20. Have you ever attended a civil rights rally or meeting? 

/Yes/ 

20a. 
i 
About 

/No/ 
(TO Q 21) 

how many rallies and meetings would you say you've attended? 

20b. Could you tell me what the people were meeting about? (How about the 2nd, 3rd?) 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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20c. Where did this meeting or rally take place? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

20d. Who organized this meeting or rally? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

20e. Could you tell me who spoke at this meeting or rally? (NAME) 

1. /Yes/ /No/ /DK/ 
NAME POSITION 

2. /Yes/ /No/ /DK/ 
NAME POSITION 

3. /Yes/ /No/ /DK/ 
NAME POSITION 

21. Have you ever taken part in any other type of protest or direct action that 
I might have missed? 

/Yes/ 

2la. 
t 
Could 

/No/ 
(TO Q 22) 

you tell me what it was? 

2lb. What was the purpos8 of this? 

2lc. Where did this take place? 

2ld. Who organized this? 

2le. Did this help you get what you wanted? /Yes/ /N£1 Explain: ________ __ 

2lf. Was there any violence at this? /Yes/ /No/ 

2lg. Were you arrested at this? /Yes/ /No/ 

22. You may recall that there were riots or disturbances in Milwaukee in the 
summer of 1967. Were you involved in any way at all in that? Just tell me 
"yes" or "no" --I don't have to ask about the details. 

/Yes/ /No/ 
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23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

Did you ever stop buying at a particular store because of a boycott 
organized by a civil rights group? 

Have you ever taken part in a boycott of the schools -- like not sending 
your children to school as a protest? 

/Yes/ /No/ 

Did you ever boycott anything else? 

/Yes/ /No/ 

WJt? 
(TO Q 26) 

25a. 

Some black leaders in New York City a few months ago asked all black people 
to stay home from work on a certain day as a kind of general protest against 
racism. And last fall white college students also asked people to stay home 
from work for a day to protest the Vietnam war. Have you ever joined a 
protest of this type--a moratorium--in any way? 

/Yes/ 

t 
/No/ 

(TO Q 27) 

26a. What kind of protest was that? 

27. Why do you suppose people protest and demonstrate so much these days? 

28. Do you or your family rent this (house) (apartment)? /Yes/ 

t 
29. Do you think the landlord takes very good, fairly 

this property? 
/Very good/ /Fairly good/ 

30. Do you think the rent is fair? 

31. Have you ever taken part in a rent strike? 

good or poor 

/No/ 
(TO Q 32) 

care of 

32. Is there a neighborhood, block, or tenants association around here that 
you know of? 

/Yes/ 

t 
32a. What is the name? 

32b. Are you a member? 

LNo/ 
(TO Q 33) 

/No/ 

32c. What kings of things does the association do? 
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33. 

34. 

Do you think people have a right to hold a rent strike if the landlord 
won't fix up his building properly? That is, not pay their rent until 
he fixes things up. 

Do you belong to any organization or group that took part in any 
demonstration in Milwaukee? 

35. What would you say about demonstrations or marches over the last few 
years in Milwaukee, have they helped black people a great deal, helped 
a little, hurt a little, or hurt a great deal? 

/Helped a great deal/ /Helped a little/ /Hurt a little/ 

/Hurt a great deal/ 

36. Would you like to see more demonstrations or fewer demonstrations or 
do you think it doesn't matter one way or the other? 

/Fewer/ /~ /Doesn't matter/ 

37. Some people say that no good can ever come from riots like those that 
happened in Detroit and Newark a few years ago. Other people say that 
such riots do some good. Which comes closest to the way you feel? 

/No good/ /Some good/ 

38. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, 
an Independent, or what? 

/Republican/ tnemrrat/ /Independent/ Otr= 
38a. Would you call yourself a 

strong (Rep) (Dem) or a not 
very strong (Rep) (Dem)? 

l 
38b. Do you think of yourself as closer 

Republican or Democratic to the 
party? 

/Strong/ /Not very strong/ /Republican/ /Democratic/ 

39. A lot of people get so angry about certain things that they think that 
violence is the only way to get the government to do something. Have you 
ever felt this way? 

/Yes/ /No/ 

Now I'd like to read several statements to you and I'd like to know how you feel 
about each one. Do you strongly agree, agree, both agree and disagree, disagree, 
or strongly disagree? (SHOW CARD 2 AND RECORD LETTER) 

A. Strongly agree 
B. Agree 

CARD 2 
C. Agree and 

disagree 
D. Disagree 
E. Strongly disagree 
X. Don't know 

40. People in the government in this city don't care much what the average 
person thinks. 

____ (LETTER, CARD 2) 

-

-
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A. Strongly agree 
B. Agree 

11 

CARD 2 
C. Agree and 

disagree 
D. Disagree 
E. Strongly disagree 
X. Don't know 

41. If a group of people have a problem here in Milwaukee, it's pretty easy to 
get somebody in the city government to listen to them, 

___ (LETTER, CARD 2) 

42. A good many local elections aren't important enough to bother with. 

43. Most of the people running the government in Milwaukee are honest. 

44. Politics is so complicated that the average person can hardly understand it. 

45. Demonstrations are better than voting in this city because demonstrations 
are about the only way to get your point across. 

46. Compromise is a good thing; everybody gets a little bit of what he wants. 

47. Voting is the only way the average person can influence government in 
this city. 

~ 48. The only way to get quality education for our children is to let professional 
educators run the whole school system. 

49 Demonstrations and mass marches are one good way to get the city govern
ment to listen to you. 

50. Voting is no use in this city, because the government will do what it 
wants no matter how you vote. 

51. It's sometimes important to take part in demonstrations because that's 
one way to make your voice heard. 

52. Would you say that black people in Milwaukee have a harder or an easier 
time than white people getting what they want from the city government or 
would you say it's about the same? 

/Harder/ /Easier/ 

53. When you think about the "government", what comes to mind? 

53a. Anything else? 
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54. When you think about the government in Milwaukee, what comes to mind? 

54a. Anything else? 

55. What do you think are the three most important things the city government 
does for people in Milwaukee? 

56. Can you think of anything that the government in this city should be doing 
that it's not? 

/Yes/ 

T 
/No/ 

56a. What? 

57. Would you say in general that the government in Milwaukee does an excellent 
job, a good job, a fair job, or a bad job? 

/Excellent/ /Fair/ 

58. Let's say a group in your neighborhood wanted to get a traffic light on the 
corner. What would you do about getting this done? Would you call someone 
or go see someone? Who? (Name and position.) 

/IF CALL OR SEE SOMEONE/ 

58a. What if (he) (they) refused to do anything? What would you do then? 

59. We hear a lot these days about "community control", like for example, community 
control of the schools. What do the words "community control" mean to you? 

-

-
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60. Are you in favor of any type of community control? 

/Yes/ /No/ 
(TO Q 61) t. 

60a. What klnds of things should the local community control? 

61. Suppose a group of people around here wanted to get the government of Milwaukee 
to do something for this neighborhood. Would you feel free to go talk to someone 
in the government about it? 

/Yes/ 

6la. 
t 
Who would 

!No! 
(TO Q 62) 

you go to first? 

62. Is there anyone in this community you can name who is not in the government 
who could help get something done for this neighborhood? 

/Yes/ -T 
62a. Who? 

/No/ 
(TO Q 63) 

(ASCERTAIN ROLE OR POSITION OF PERSON NAMED). 

NAME POSITION 

Now I'd like to read some more statements to see how you feel. (SHOW CARD 2, 
AND RECORD LETTER) 

A. Strongly agree 
B. Agree 

CARD 2 
C. Agree and 

disagree 
D. Disagree 
E. Strongly disagree 
X. Don't know 

63. Demonstrations just hurt your cause; people shouldn't use direct action 
methods. 

____ (LETTER, CARD 2) 

64. The government of Milwaukee is usually pretty fair to the average person. 

65. White people usually get what they want from city government. 

66. A group has to compromise too often to get what it wants from government. 

67. Demonstrations in this city are no use; the government just refuses 
to listen anyway. 

68. Black people shouldn't have to make compromises when they make demands because 
they've waited so long to be treated fairly. 
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69. Now suppose a group in your community thought that the police didn't patrol 
the neighborhood often enough at night. What could you do about getting 
better police protection? 

70. Have you heard of the Organization of Organizations (Triple 0) here in 
Milwaukee? 

/Yes/ 

T 
/No/ 

(TO Q 71) 

70a. Do you happen to know what kinds of things it does? 

/Yes/ 

t 
EXPLAIN: 

/No/ 
(TO Q 71) 

70b. Do you think this is a good way to fight poverty? 

71. Some federal government programs, like the poverty program, call for local 
"citizen participation". What do the words, "citizen participation", mean 
to you? 

72. Have you heard of the decentralized school system'in New York City? /Yes/ /No/ 

73. Do you think decentralized schools would be a good thing for Milwaukee? 

/Yes/ 

73a. 
T 
Why do you 

74. Which of these statements would you agree with most: 

_____ A. The people in the local community know better than the people in the 
city government what is best for them. 

_____ B. The people we elect to the city government know best what is good for 
the local communities. 

74a. Why do you say that? 



-
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75. Who do you think should have the main control over the schools in this 
neighborhood: the parents, the central school board, or the teachers and 
principals? (CHECK EACH MENTIONED) 

/Parents/ /School Board/ /Teachers/Principals/ /Other/ 

SPECIFY: -----------------
76. Let's just suppose that the parents could control the schools and you got 

elected to the local school board. What kinds of changes would you make? 

77. Do you think the police treat people fairly in this neighborhood? 

78. 

79. 

/Yes/ /Delnds/ 
(TO Q 78) 

77a. Could you explain? 

!No/ 

1 
77b. What do you think would make them act more fairly? 

Would you say that the schools do a very good job now, a fair job, or a poor 
job teaching children? 

/Very good/ /Fair/ 

Do you think that parents who don't know anything about education and teaching 
should be allowed to have a voice in running the schools in this community? 

/No/ 

80. Do you think it would be a good idea if we had just black policemen in black 
neighborhoods and just white policemen in white neighborhoods? 

/Yes/ /Depends/ 

81. Why do you say that? 

82. Do you think it would be a good idea if each neighborhood elected a board of 
local residents to watch over the police in their precinct and handle citizen 
complaints about the police? 

/Yes/ /No/ /Depends/ 
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83. Why do you say that? 

84. Would you agree or disagree with this statement: It's much better for the 
city government to decide what's best for everyone rather than letting 
individual neighborhoods do their own deciding? 

85. 

/Agree/ /Disagree/ /Depends/ 

Would you say that people in local neighborhoods need a lot of help, a little 
help, or no help from the city government in running their poverty programs 
and Model Cities programs? 

/Little/ /None/ 

Now I'd like to ask you a few questions about some city officials and politicians. 

86. Do you happen to recall the name of the mayor of Milwaukee or is this 
something you don't pay much attention to? 

--------------~~~--------------------' or /DK/ 
NAME 

87. What about the name of the city alderman from around here, or is that 
something you aren't too interested in? 

-------------------------------------' or /DK/ 
NAME 

88. Would you happen to remember the name of your representative to congress 
from this district? 

----------------------------------------' or /DK/ 
NAME 

89. I have a list here of the names of several people. Some of them work in the 
city government and some are city politicians. Now most people wouldn't 
recognize very many of these names but I'd like to see how many you're familiar 
with. (SHOW CARD 3) (CHECK WHICH NAMES R RECOGNIZES) 

~ CARD 3 89a. 

/NONE/ A. Richard Gousha -----
(TO Q 90) B. Harold Brier -----

c. Henry Maier 

D. Robert Jendusa 

E. Joseph Baldwin 

F. Richard Perrin 

G. Frank Schleichert ----
H. John Lungren -----

----- I. Lawrence Gram, Jr. 

89a. Do you happen to know what does? (RECORD ABOVE) -------------------
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These final questions will help us to interpret the results of the study. 

90. How long have you lived in this neighborhood? -----------------------------
91. How long have you lived in Milwaukee? /All life/, or 

(GO TO Q 94) ----------

92. Would you tell me where you were born? 

93. Were you brought up on a farm, a small town, small city, suburb, or large city? 

/Farm/ /Small town/ /Small city/ /Suburb/ /Large city/ 

94. What is your present age? 

95. Are you employed now, looking for work, or what? 

96. 

95a. 

Did 

96a. 

96b. 

/Em,oyed/ 

What job are 
working at? 

you now 
(BE SPECIFIC) 

/Looltng/ ~/ /Housewife/ Other· 
f (TO Q 96) l . 

95b. What kind of job did you have 
on the last regular job you had? 
(BE SPECIFIC) 

you ever have a job working for the city of Milwaukee? 

/Yes/ /No/ 

t (TO Q 97) 

Have you ever gone on strike from your city job? 

/Yes/ /No/ 

t (TO Q 96c) 

What was the purpose of the strike? 

96c. Have you ever taken part in a work slow down while working for the city? 

97. Do you own or are you buying this home or what? 

/Buying/ /Re;t/ Other: ________________________________ __ 
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100. What was the highest grade of school or year of college that you completed? 

____ (GRADE OF SCHOOL), or ____ (YEAR OF COLLEGE) 

(IF R BLACK, SKIP, GO TO Q 102) 

101. What is the original nationality of your family on your father's side? 
(IF "AMERICAN," ASK: What country did his family come from originally?) 

102. Where was your father born? 
CITY STATE COUNTRY 

(IF R BLACK, SKIP, GO TO Q 104) 

103. What is the original nationality of your family on your mother's side? 
(IF "AMERICAN," ASK: What country did her family come from originally?) 

104. Where was your mother born? 
CITY STATE COUNTRY 

105. Finally, would you look at this card (SHOW CARD 6) and tell me whether you or 
anyone in your immediate family are currently receiving any of the following? 
Just tell me the letter. 

1 CARD 6 

/NONE/ A •. ADC, or AFDC 

--- B. Government surplus food 

--- C. Government food stamps 

D. Social security 

___ E. Unemployment compensation 

TERMINATE INTERVIEW 
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INTERVIEWER'S SUPPLEMENT 

Al. Time interview ended: 

A2. Make sure the data on contacts you have made at this housing unit, including 
the present contact, has been supplied in full on bottom of Cover Sheet. 

A3. 

A4. 

AS. 

A6. 

A7. 

(IF R REFUSED TO GIVE TOTAL FAMILY INCOME) Estimated Total Family Income 
For 1969: 

$ 

R' s race is: /White/ /Negro/ Other: 

R' s sex is: /Male/ /Female/ 

Other persons present at interview were: /None/ /Children under 6/ 

/Older children/ /Spouse/ /Other relatives/ /Other adults/ 
(CHECK MORE THAN ONE BOX IF NECESSARY) 

This housing unit is in a structure that contains: /One HU only/ 

/2 - 9 HU's/ /10 or more/ 
/apartments/ 

/Rooming/ OTHER: 
/ house / 

THUMBNAIL SKETCH 
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